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Through a variety of programs, productions, classes 
and camps, SPARC provides an atmosphere where 
creative expression flourishes, meaningful connections 
are built, and individuality is celebrated.

Discover Your Shine.
When I was 13 years old, a teacher held me after class and said, “You’re 
going to be a great public speaker.” Her name was Pat Watson, and she 
was the drama teacher in my middle school in North Carolina. She asked 
me to write a speech for a state contest. She taught me about projecting 
my voice, she worked with me on using gesture, and she showed me that 
speech could join with emotion to forge connections between a speaker 
and strangers sitting in an audience. I had never been noticed before, 
much less won anything. Within a year I was the state champion.

That experience changed the trajectory of my life and gave me confidence 
to attempt even greater challenges again and again. Those subsequent 
accomplishments came full circle last year when I accepted the role as 
SPARC’s fifth Executive Director in its storied 42-year history. I am proud to 
say that SPARC continues to honor a legacy that stretches back decades 
while also addressing the needs of young people today.

This past year, I have been overwhelmed by SPARC’s depth of impact, 
scope of programming, and our truly inspiring staff and faculty who work 
tirelessly to change the lives of the young people we serve. I have been 
humbled by the kindness and generosity from our families, our supporters, 
and our board of directors. Most gratifyingly, I have experienced the 
creative work of our young artists and been astounded by what they build 
in collaboration with our faculty.

There is a community that has been built within the walls of our campus— 
one that I know you cherish as much as we do. Our organization has 
emerged from the unprecedented challenges of the past three years with 
a renewed focus and optimism for the future. The coming years will see 
growth in the number of our offerings, new innovations in the delivery of 
our programs, and a continuing dedication to ensuring SPARC is accessible 
to every child.

We are excited for our Next Act, and we are grateful you will be part of it 
with us.

John Tong
Executive Director
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Our Director



Our Mission

Our Vision

To profoundly influence young people’s lives through 
exceptional performing arts education.

To inspire the creativity, confidence, and character of 
every young person in our community.

2021-2022
Board of Directors 

Officers 

President
Pamela S. Belleman

Past President
Ronald I. Felmus

First Vice President
Marc A. Greenberg

Second Vice President
Trina Lee

Treasurer
Fred G. Wood, III

Secretary
Anthony Yoo

Directors 

Christie-Jo Adams
Zachary Branch
Kathryn Fessler
Sara Griebel
Sheila Hill-Christian
Anne-Marie Irani MD
Susan Craven Johnson
Sidney Koerin
Ronald Lanier
Clara Martin Pettus
Ann Ramage
Robert Sauer
Joseph H. Seipel
Lisa Sims
William Talley
Linda M. Warren 

Staff

Administration

Executive Director
John Tong

Operations Manager
Jonny Nuckols

Fractional Chief 
Financial Officer
Stephen Weir

Finance Manager
Aaron Roland

Payroll Manager
Bonnie Grow

Development

Director of 
Development
Barbara Wells

Assistant Director of 
Development
Amanda Covington 
Mullins

Development 
Coordinator
Victoria Jackson
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educational Leadership 

Director of Programs
Evelyn Francis

Associate Director of 
Programs
Liz Earnest

Program Director,  
Live Art
Maura Sinnenberg

Program Director, 
Spectrum and Seasonal 
Camps
Paul Major

Senior Faculty
Danaë Carter

Program Director,
New Voices for the 
Theater
Heather Falks

Production Manager
Amy Almond

Programs Assistant
M Kamara

Campus Attendant
Courtney Thompson

Leadership
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SPARC viewed the last year as an opportunity to closely examine our 
history and intentionally build our future. Faculty, staff, youth, and the 
larger community have expressed unique and evolving needs, especially 
those related to the early pandemic. We have prioritized effective 
responses to those needs through our programming while building a 
sustainable model for our work, grounded in best practices for the field of 
youth arts education. 

SPARC restored full-time employment for our previously downsized 
staff, and expanded programming from the previous two years with 
a priority to provide as many in-person opportunities as possible. 
Through our Training Program and Camps, we offered a multitude of 
artistic experiences for youth of all ages with new options in devising 
and technical theater. Live Art Youth Program created a new work with 
original songs, puppetry, movement, and devising, which culminated in 
a film by Martin Montgomery and his team. The youth even enjoyed a 
red-carpet premiere of their film at the Byrd Theater! Live Art Leaders 
developed work skills and selected Leaders piloted the first year of the 
Live Art Teaching Artist Training Program. The Spectrum ensemble 
wrote and staged an original one-act play which debuted at Richmond 
Triangle Players. We also relaunched the in-school Stages program, in-
person Mainstage Productions, and a virtual New Voices for the Theater 
Festival of New Works. The school year culminated with a new initiative, 
Final Bow: A Senior Celebration, which included an open mic and special 
honors ceremony for graduating seniors. 

We heard recommendations from the Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
(EDI) Commission which were based on a six-month community-
led research and survey process. SPARC also received a list of 
recommendations from the Igniting Youth Leadership (IYL) of SPARC. 
This youth-led research group centered its work on expanding leadership 
by and representation of young people at SPARC. Finally, the Curation 
Committee, comprised of faculty and staff, developed a list of criteria 
for show selection, all informed by the EDI Committee and IYL of SPARC 
recommendations.   

SPARC builds programs rooted in foundational arts education principles 
like Creative Youth Development, Virginia Arts Learning Standards, 
and Universal Design for the Performing Arts to provide an inclusive, 
supportive, artistically rigorous educational environment for young artists 
to learn, lead, and grow. We look forward to working with you as we 
unveil the Next Act of SPARC!

Photos by Tom Topinka

Our Programs
During the past year SPARC...

Served 1,302 youth

Provided $117,000+ in scholarship funding

Reached 3,565 in-person audience members

Provided 2,669 hours of instruction

57% of the operating budget came from donations



Financials
Liabilities & Net Assets

Total Liabilities

Total Liabilities & 
Net Assets

Current Assets

Total Assets

$307,070

$4,988,298

$834,743

$4,988,298

Net Assets

Assets

Long-Term Assets

Statement of financial position year ending August 31, 2022.

Accounts Payable
Accrued Expenses
Deferred Revenue
Term Loan Payable
Long-Term Debt

Grants & Contributions

Program Tuition & Other Revenue

Government COVID Relief 

Ticket Sales & Other Revenue

Program Expenses

Administrative Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

$1,118,761

$500,535

$330,075

$19,657

$1,209,904

$299,216

$261,853

Unrestricted
Donor Restricted

Cash & Cash Equivalents
Government Grant Receivable
Pledges Receivable
Prepaid Expenses
Investments, current

Pledge Receivables
Property & Equipment, net

$11,121
$26,805
$25,201
$12,963

$230,980

$3,627,193
$1,054,035

$11,121
$26,805
$25,201
$12,963

$230,980

$929,196
$3,224,359

FY22 Revenue Distribution

FY22 Expenses Distribution
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SPARC is grateful for generous donations 
from our community. Over half of SPARC’s 
operating budget is funded by your 
contributions. Thank you for helping our 
students shine!    
 

Thank
You

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS  
($20,000+)

Altria Group

Bob & Anna Lou Schaberg 
Foundation

Community Foundation for a 
greater Richmond

Dominion Energy Charitable 
Foundation

E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter 
Foundation

Lynn Greer

Jason Mraz Foundation

Pauley Family Foundation

R.E.B. Foundation*

Reinhart Foundation

Robins Foundation

Jerry & Ann Samford

Virginia Commission for the Arts

William Talley, Bill Talley Ford 

PRODUCERS 
($10,000-$19,999)

Ellen & Orran Brown

The CarMax Foundation

Ron & Benita Felmus

Find Your Light Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Ukrop

Patty & Fred Wood

We acknowledge donors who made contributions to SPARC from 
September 1, 2021 - August 31, 2022. 
  
We make every effort for accuracy; if you find a mistake or omission, 
kindly contact SPARC’s development office.    

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS  
($5,000-$9,999)

Altria Group Matching Gifts

Pam & Bruce Belleman

Rejena Carreras

Sarah Farrell, PhD

Katie Fessler & Cathy Vaughn

Chris & Marc Greenberg

Beverly & Sidney Koerin

Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation

Charlotte Ann Ramage

Matthew & Janel Reynolds

Virginia Sargeant Reynolds 
Foundation

DIRECTORS 
($2,500 - $4,999)

Apple, Inc.

Nancy & Scott Belleman

Peggy & William Berkeley

Sam & Kathy Coleman

Margarete & Siegfried Eckhaus 
Charitable Trust

Joe & Suzanne Seipel

Troutman Pepper LLP

Walters & Mason Retail, Inc.

Linda Warren

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS 
($1,000 - $2,499)

Martin Davenport

Tom Gay

Yvonne & Charles Gold

Sheila Hill-Christian

Susan Hudgins

Drs. Anne-Marie Irani & Lawrence 
Schwartz

Jon Jewett

Susan Craven Johnson & Neville 
Johnson, Jr.

Kingsbery W. & Carla C. Gay 
Family Fund*

Marsha & Ron Lanier

The Martin Agency

The Micawber Foundation Inc.

Ms. Teri Miles

Janice Moore

Nicole Mumford

Nancy & Franklin Phillips 
Charitable Fund*

Sakina Paige & Jamal Thomas

Clara & Randy Pettus

Wanda Ramsey & Matthew 
Sherman

RECO Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. W. Taylor Reveley III

Laurie & Robert Ross

The Schrag Family

Tara & Rob Seward

Chester Sharps

TowneBank Richmond 
Foundation

Wil & Helen Zuelzer

 
 
* of the Community Foundation for a 
greater Richmond
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PATRONS  
($250 - $999)

Anonymous (3)

Lauren Binder

Peg Blount

William Caudle & Leanne Yanni

Fred & Cary Dabney

Mr. & Mrs. John G. Davenport

Teresa & Christopher Fallon

Evelyn Francis

Shira Futterman

The Gore Family

Jodi & Dan Gray

Judy Greenberg

Melissa & Sandra Griffin

Cathy & Mike High

Henry & Birgit Hoppin

Marion & Guy Horsley

Mr. Paul Jackson

Jo Kennedy

Kristina Kierzek

Anna & Brent King

Ken Knorr

Eric & Hope Krutz

Meda Lane & Christopher English

Pat Lawson

Trina & Hugh Lee

Mark Lerman

Adrian & Page Luxmoore

Jeff & Mary Ann Markunas

Gwen Mattes

Dr. Jaclyn Miller

Chris & Dena Moore

Mutual Assurance Society of 
Virginia

Judy Nickels

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Nowicki, Jr.

Fred P. Orelove & Irene H. Carney

Kate & Boyd Rawles

William l Reinhart

Richmond Office Interiors

Ryan & Danielle Ripperton

Mr. & Mrs. R. Strother Scott

Meredith & Alfred Scott

Nicolette Sebastian

Lisa Sims

Maura Sinnenberg

Mary-Ellen Stumpf

Terri & Randy Sullivan

Bobbie & Dave Terrell

John & Nicole Tong

Michael Traugutt

Sally Walker

Mr. & Mrs. Hays Watkins

Wells Fargo Foundation 
Educational Matching Gifts 
Program

Barbara S. Wells

Steven J. Welton, MD

Greg & Taffy Williams

The Yoo Family

FRIENDS  
($1 - $249)

Anonymous (8)

Amma Abbey

Vivian Addotey

Katherine Ahlfield

Wendy Allred

Amy Almond

AmazonSmile

Julie Ann

Nichole Bahen

Mr. Andrew Ballard

Marjorie Pace Barbour

Ann Barry

Jennifer Bartusiak

Debra Baugher

William Blair

Allison Bogdanovic

Jim & Ellen Bonbright

Tara Borchers

Eugenia H. Borum

Donation Boxes

Mike & Rhiannon Boyd

Ms. Mary Boyes

Diane Brauns

Shiqueen Brown

Beth Bumgarner

Zoe & Benjamin Bunnell

Diane Cafritz

Dr. John B.H. Caldwell

Amanda Calhoun

Beverly Camalier & Keith Wilson

Shalanda Campbell

Jennifer Canzanella

Paul & Debbie Carlton

Maria Carpinelli

Delegate Betsy Carr

Ms. Shannon Cassano

Jewel & Dean Caven

Zayde & Edwin Child

Lisa Coleman

Frona & Alan Colker

Martha Collier

David Crank

Kim Cressy

Vickie Davis

Henry DeLong

Dr. & Mrs. William Hark

Kathy DeLoyht

Jami Dent

Connie DeVed

Laura Dickinson

Mr. Kevin Divins

Rachel Duffy

Laura Earle

Liz Earnest

Facebook

Alexandra Fannon

Walker Fonville

Laura Fravel

Janna Fuentes

Andrea & Scott Garka

Donna Gilles

Leah Gillespie

Susannah Givens

Kimberly Gomez

Google Inc.

Karen Gutcher

Renee Haltom

Kelley Handshaw

Cristin Head

Anthony Helfer

Laura Hite

Tammy Hobson

Mrs. Marie Howell

Logan Hudgins

 
 



FRIENDS  CONT. ($1 - $249)

Amanda Huegerich

Jessica Hurst

Naomi Iguchi

Victoria A. Jackson

Elizabeth Jacobs

Sarah Jarandeh

Cara Jennings

Ms. Johnson

Lyndsay Jones

Kim & Patrick Kacani

Kristin Kaminski

David Kane

Ms. Kennel

Nathaniel Keuter

Kelly Kieling

Dr. John & Lynda Kleene

Bev & Dan Kniffen

Jason Konschnik

The Krajewski Family

Samantha Krigsvold

Shauna Lair

Ryan Lampman

Cynthia & Ken Lantz

Timothy & Mrs. Kathryn Lavis

MaryBeth & James Long

Lada Lucks

Jody & Bryce Lyle

Beanie MacKenzie

Cleopatra Magwaro

Diane Maiese

Jim Mann

Jerolyn Martin

Rebecca Martinez

Jacqueline H. Mason

Mr. & Mrs. McAllister

Mary Kay McCall

Ms. Kelly McCrowell

Angela & Daniel McGarvey

Dr. Georgia McIntosh

Katy Meacham

Kari Mellina

Susan Meyers

Microsoft

Kirsta Millar

Mr. David Mills & Mrs. Jennifer 
McClellan

Monacan Theater Partisans, Inc.

Taylor Mooney

Andrew T. Moore, Jr.

April Morris

Constance Morton

Sarah Mueller

Amanda Mullins

Kimberly Naddeo

Dr. Mary Katherine O’Connor

Tom Oristian

Robert Parker

Kayla Phillips

Philip & Donna Pippert

Catherine Plotkin

Anne Riker Purcell Powell

Sarah Powers

Jennifer Purser

Rebecca Ralston

BJ Rauschkolb

The Reddy Family

John Henry Reed & Jason Reed

Mr. & Mrs. David Roberts

Joyce Rodgers

Susan & David Rosko

Adrianna Ross

Leigh Saunders

Brenda Schibetta

Ms. Karen Schwartzkopf

Mrs. Shawn Scott

Jesse Senechal

Kathryn & Aaron Shapiro

Carloss Silvaaa

Eva Simos

Erica Sims

Jany & Scott Sims

Brandy Singleton

Beth Sinnenberg

Steve Sinnenberg

Anonymous

Rosemary Smith

Sharon L. Smith

Mr. Peter Snell

Joy Snow

Jane Sper

Kate & Mr. Bryan Stark

Hye Steele

Kristin Stemhagen

Mary Stoner

Jodie Strum

Cate Sullivan

Krystal Symeonides

Gloria Taylor

Christina Thomas

Carrie Thompson

Michael Timmerman

Jim & Kathy Tipton

Jedina Tucker

Margaret Vadas

Ms. Kimberly Vanderland

Courtney & Phil Vollmer

Tom & Sue Walker

Paula Walker

Joanna Wares

Naomi Wheeler

Amery Whitby

The Whited Family

Monique Williams

Mr. Terrence Wilson

Steve Wyse

Amy Yarcich

Shawn Yospin

TRIBUTE GIFTS

Anonymous 

  In honor of Graeme Wright

Anonymous 

  In memory of Sara Noftsinger

Peg Blount 

  In memory of Whitney Haynes

Beverly Camalier and Keith Wilson

  In honor of Susan Hudgins

The CarMax Foundation 

  In honor of Trina Lee

Martha Collier 

  In memory of Phillip E. “Doodie” 
Tomes

Judy Greenberg 

  In honor of Marc Greenberg

Marion and Guy Horsley 

  In honor of Reji Carreras

Victoria A. Jackson

  In honor of Ryan Ripperton

Janice Moore 

  In honor of Pam Belleman & Jerry 
Samford

Amanda Mullins 

  In honor of Staff at SPARC



IN KIND GIFTS

Agecroft Hall & Gardens

Amy Robinson Photography

Stan Andrewski

Anonymous

AR Workshop Richmond

BBGB Books

Scott Belleman

Bogeys Sports Park

Bookbinder’s Seafood & 
Steakhouse

Brambly Park

Carreras Jewelers

Catalyst Fit

Certified Auto Repair

Chianti Ristorante & Pizzeria

Chick-fil-A Parham Road

Children’s Museum of Richmond

Cocoanut Jewlery

The Crafty Shack

Crossroads RVA Coffee & Ice 
Cream

crystal j. STUDIO

Dover Hall

Draftcade Game Bands

EAT Restaurants

Scott Elmquist

Gnome & Raven

Graduate Hotel

Great Big Greenhouse

Susan Greenbaum

Carey Hinton Collins

Humble Haven Yoga

I9Sports

Anne-Marie Irani & Larry Schwartz

John & Wendy Yohman

Jeff Katz

Todd Kaufman

Jo Kennedy

Keyser Collection

Kings Dominion

Kinloch Golf Club

Beverly & Sidney Koerin

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden

Luray Caverns

Mama J’s 

Melody Magic LLC

Ninja Kombucha 

Onward Fitness

Emma Orelove

Jeff Ottaviano

Peak Experiences

Pearls & Chicks Boutique

Philosophie Clothing Boutique

The Pour House

Publix at Nuckols Place

Nikki-Dee Ray Wren

Bill Reinhart

Richmond Ballet

Richmond Flying Squirrels

Richmond SPCA

Richmond Symphony

Richmond Triangle Players

Romp ‘n Roll West End 

RVA on Wheels

S3E CROSSFIT

Ann & Jerry Samford

Diego Sanchez

Kendra Scott 

SEEKER, LLC

Tim Shanley

Shyndigz

Beth Sinnenberg

Frankie Slaughter

David Smith

Mark Smith

Solo Stove

Sweet Frog

Swift Creek Mill Theatre

The Melting Pot Fondue 
Restaurant

Suzy Trefsgar

Chad & Jedina Tucker 

Tucker Twin Art

Jill Twiss

Cathy Vaughn

Virginia Rep Theatre

VMFA

Linda Warren

Dominic Willsdon

Wine & Design Richmond

World of Mirth

Young Chefs Academy Richmond

9Round

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RYAN T. RIPPERTON ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In honor of Ryan Ripperton’s 
12 years of service to SPARC as 
Executive Director, the following 
donors founded the Ryan T. 
Ripperton Endowed Scholarship 
Fund to provide access to quality 
performaning arts education for 
youth in the Greater Richmond 
area.

Anonymous

Nancy & Scott Belleman

Rejena Carreras

Sam & Kathy Coleman

Ron & Benita Felmus

Katie Fessler & Cathy Vaughn

Chris & Marc Greenberg

Lynn Greer

Sheila Hill-Christian

Susan Hudgins

Marsha & Ron Lanier

Trina & Hugh Lee

Ms. Teri Miles

Fred P. Orelove & Irene H. Carney

Sakina Paige & Jamal Thomas

Clara & Randy Pettus

Charlotte Ann Ramage

Joe & Suzanne Seipel

Lisa Sims

Mary-Ellen Stumpf

William Talley

Linda Warren

Barbara S. Wells

Patty & Fred Wood

The Yoo Family



Community
Partners
SPARC programming is greatly enhanced 
by collaboration with the following 
community partners: 

Bon Air United Methodist Church 
Cadence Theatre Company 
City of Richmond Public Schools 
Collegiate School Community 
Derbyshire Baptist Church
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Faison Center for Autism 
Health Brigade 
He She Ze and We
Jacob’s Chance 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens
Mosaic Interpreting Services
Northstar Academy 
Reynolds Community College’s 
Department of American Sign Language 
Richmond Family Magazine 
Richmond Performing Arts Alliance 
Robinson Theater Community Arts Center 
Richmond Triangle Players 
Side by Side 
SOAR 365 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
The Conciliation Lab 
The Steward School 
Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church
UMFS
VCU Arts  
VCU Department of Music 
VCU Department of Dance 
Virginia Pride

Photos by Amy Almond
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2106 North Hamilton Street
Richmond, Virginia 23230

Phone 804-353-3393
Fax 804-359-9045

sparc@sparcrichmond.org
www.sparcrichmond.org

Get in 
Touch

These and other programs 
made possible in part by:
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